April 16, 2014

The Standard Article

Get your kicks at the Bruce Lee exhibition
If you grew up under the influence of kung fu movies and Hong Kong's broader pop culture of the 1970s and '80s, you have to see the Bruce Lee: Kung Fu, Art, Life exhibition at the Hong Kong Heritage Museum.
The toys and other merchandise from that period will bring back memories. But it goes a lot further than that. The focal point is an hour-long video documentary - a professional production in which people who knew him discuss his life and career.
The exhibition also includes a fascinating collection of items connected with Lee, including things like school reports, study materials, clothing and accessories.
The visitor comes away with a strong sense that Lee was not just a star (and still is) packaged and merchandised as a commercial product. He was a committed performing artist.
For example, exhibits include photos and notebooks he kept while perfecting cha-cha dance steps in the 1950s. The dazzling action in the later martial arts movies clearly draws on this dedicated dance training.
Most of all, perhaps, is the sense that the man was an intellectual - well-read and a student of philosophy at university and during the rest of his unfortunately short life.
This is well worth a trip to Sha Tin. Plan your visit well because catching the video and enjoying the displays could easily take several hours. No rush: the exhibition goes on until July 2018. Full details at www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk.
