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The Standard Article

Calling shots on mobile etiquette
In Britain, Debrett's, the publisher of books on aristocrats, issues a guide to polite behavior in the age of handheld digital devices.
One rule: "People with you deserve more attention than those at the end of a phone."
In the United States, the Emily Post Institute - a respected source of advice on social graces - tells mobile phone users to speak softly and avoid discussing personal issues in public.
In Hong Kong, it may seem the etiquette of mobile phones has not exactly caught on. But that's not true everywhere, as a quick survey of private clubs shows.
At the Foreign Correspondents' Club, I hear that people can use mobiles silently - to text or browse - anywhere. But they can only speak on one in designated areas like the lobby or at fixed telephone points. Anyone breaking this rule can expect dirty looks from members and a word from staff.
The American Club has much the same restriction: mobiles must be silent except in specific areas. But they also have a complex system of penalties for those who break the rules: higher and higher fines for the first three offences, and eventually a "meeting" with the governance committee.
Maybe the club has a lot of members who are lawyers.
Strictest of all must be the Hong Kong Club, where personal devices may not be used at all.
People are not even permitted to look in order to check e-mail, text or browse.
