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Excellent place to enjoy the views
Roughly 80 percent of our heritage sites are privately owned. One example is 11 Yuk Sau Street in Happy Valley, a three-story house dating from around 1930.

It is well known for the Art Deco influence in its design and its distinctive balconies.

Originally a middle-class family home, the building has since seen service as a noodle shop and a supermarket.

The structure has been extensively restored over the past few years, and owner Douglas So has tried to keep the original facade and internal layout.

He now puts the property to good use by opening Hong Kong's first private photography museum. F11, as the museum is called, opened just a few weeks ago.

Its first exhibition is a collection of works by renowned American photographer Elliot Erwitt.

Erwitt, who is about the same age as the house, attended the opening.

The museum houses a collection not only of photographs but of rare cameras, notably Leicas.

Among its more than 1,000 books are rare publications by the Magnum photo agency.

As a private museum it is not open permanently to visitors, but it is possible to make appointments. ( See http://www.f11.com/ for the website.)

This is a great example of a privately owned heritage site serving society and in two ways.

The owner's main aim is to encourage an interest in photography and make some rare materials available to researchers. But he also hopes to encourage other owners to conserve built heritage.
