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The Standard Article

High new times are low on culture
Every city has its icons, and many are busy building more - our own West Kowloon cultural hub, for example.
One of the most stunning I have seen recently is Singapore Skypark, a 340-meter-long, 1.2-hectare park at the Marina Bay Sands hotel and casino complex.
From a distance, it looks like a long, flat, curving ship balanced on the three skyscrapers. You get an amazing view of the city (it is 57 floors up) and a spacious green environment.
Some hotels have views of parks; this one has a park that itself has a view.
One minor snag: people who enjoy swimming in privacy will find they are being admired - or watched - in the SkyPark's infinity pool by hundreds of people.
The SkyPark may well come to rival the Merlion statue as Singapore's most famous image.

But is it really Singaporean? It says nothing about the city- state's blend of cultures or its history.
Maybe as a piece of architecture it represents a modern, prosperous, dynamic, even futuristic city. But so do the towers of Dubai or Shanghai.
As a use of space, it is brilliant. Rooftops are usually wasted - empty areas of concrete with just a water tank or air- conditioning unit to one side. Think how much more greenery we could have if every roof was a park.
