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Count the cost with Agent Penny
A copy of the first ever Superman comic book, dating from 1938, was recently sold at an online auction for US$1 million (HK$7.8 million).
Original copies of classic Hong Kong comics like Old Master Q are highly sought after by collectors in this part of the world.
Some parents and teachers probably do not approve of comic books. But kids like them, and they are now being used for educational purposes.
Financial Secretary John Tsang Chun-wah, for instance, produced a comic book about the 2010-11 budget to reach out to youngsters.
Now Citibank Asia Pacific has teamed up with the Learning Society educational charity to produce a comic book about money management for young teens.
It ties in with other Kids Wealth Foundation activities in Asia, like performances and classes.
The book features two heroes called Agent Penny and Will Power who go around educating young people about handling their money. For example, they ask why kids want to buy expensive brands of sports shoes and examine what would happen if the money were saved and invested instead.
Probably the last thing on the minds of most 13-year-olds, saving and budgeting are crucial life skills that many kids [and adults!] seem to lack.
The style of the comic book is Japanese manga, so the characters have huge eyes and wild looking hair.
You will have to ask a young teen whether it gets the message across effectively.
My guess is that it will boost the financial awareness of at least some kids. If so, this free comic is a good thing, because we can't all be lucky enough to own the first Superman book.
