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Get the Lingnan buzz at Chao show
I have mentioned Chao Shao-an in this column before. He lived from 1905 to 1998 and was a leading figure in the Lingnan School, a movement of artists in south China who emphasized natural subjects and blended Western and Japanese methods with traditional Chinese approaches.
By the 1960s, Chao's works, and those of his students, gained attention and demand from collectors in the international art world.
Fortunately, many of his works are still here in Hong Kong. The Hong Kong Heritage Museum on Man Lam Road, Sha Tin, has just launched a thematic exhibition called Sounds in the Grass: Selected Works of Insects by Chao Shao-an.
The exhibition starts with background in the form of older Lingnan School masters' works on natural themes. It then presents around 40 of Chao's paintings, many from the 1960s.
Don't be put off by the idea of creepy- crawlies. These are paintings of butterflies, bees and cicadas in their habitats of trees and flowers. In many cases, the flowers seem to be the main subject, until you look a little more closely and enjoy the detail of the little creatures flying around or perched on the plant.
The compositions and ink work draw on centuries of Chinese art, but the dazzling colors are a prime example of how the Lingnan School pioneered new directions. The overall impression is a freshness that is timeless. No need to rush: the exhibition continues until February 2015.
