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Time warp in the shadow of Shenzhen
I recently visited one of Hong Kong's unusual spots. It is a small rural village on a bay with plenty of woodland and hills and old buildings.
There is a row of two-story shophouses built in the 1930s, a fortified walled village built in the mid-19th century by a prominent Hakka businessman, a row of 1930s homes built with money sent back by migrants to the Caribbean and a small old temple now used as an office for a local school. I will probably write more about them some time.
Look in one direction and you see a city with high-rise buildings, including some modern, upmarket residential blocks. It feels like you are standing in this city's backyard - it is not far away. But although the village and greenery are in Hong Kong, the urban area is in fact part of Yantian district, in Shenzhen.
You are standing in Sha Tau Kok, right at the eastern end of the boundary with the mainland. It is in the Closed Area - the buffer zone running along the Hong Kong side of the border with the mainland. You need a permit to come here because in some parts, like the famous Chung Ying Street, you cross the border simply by crossing the road.
Traditionally, we think of Hong Kong as busy, urbanized and developed, and the mainland as more rural and developing. In small and quiet Sha Tau Kok, however, it is very clearly the other way around.
