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Artists have that winning look
The Hong Kong Contemporary Art Competition has announced its 2012 results, listing 14 winners.
We can see some very exciting work produced by artists among the top entries.

Since 1975, the event - held every two years - has been organized by the Hong Kong Museum of Art to showcase the best of local visual art, with judges from the SAR, mainland and overseas.

A few artists have criticized the competition, essentially because it is run by the government. But it is hard to say whether this is fair.

The winning works include Chinese-style paintings, calligraphy, photography and even installations and video.

Two paintings stand out for me. Chan Keng-tin's Cloud and Sea is a very recognizable subject in traditional Chinese art: mist flowing through mountains next to the sea. The actual style, however, is totally modern.

The other is Lai Kwan-ting's Car Compartment, a three-panel painting (or triptych) showing six people sitting on the MTR, just as if the viewer is sitting on a train and looking across the carriage at them.

They are reading, sleeping and - of course - preoccupied with their mobile phones. Can you get any more contemporary than that?

I don't have space here to list all the winners. But if you log onto the Museum of Art's website and look under http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/Arts/pdf/hkcaa2012result.pdf, you can see a list of the artists and pictures of their works.

