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Now you can move with the times
People find Hong Kong's past fascinating. Books of old photographs like those of Hedda Morrison in the 1940s are always popular.

And whenever there is an exhibition of old photos of the territory people of all ages go to see them.

The older ones among us perhaps like to remember the way things used to be in a poorer but simpler and less busy time. Younger ones seem to find it intriguing to see how quickly and how much now- familiar places changed.

A new source of material about life in Hong Kong in the past (and much else) became available several months ago. It is the British Pathe newsreel channel on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/user/britishpathe.
This channel contains the whole archive some 85,000 clips of news footage aimed at cinema audiences dating back more than 100 years. Search for Hong Kong on the channel, and you will find hundreds of clips, some silent, some with narration.

The earliest I saw is from 1924 and shows a tycoon's funeral, but the bulk of clips come from the 1950s-70s, when black-and-white gives way to color.

These feature reports on problems such as the refugee crisis and water rationing but also upbeat stories on schoolchildren and royal visits.

The footage also includes stock shots, which were random street and other scenes used as backgrounds for a general soundtrack, and outtakes bits of film that were never edited or used. You never know what you might find!
