May 26, 2010

The Standard Article

Lotus shows its elan with photo finish
This is rather short notice, but you have until Monday to see an exhibition of stunning photographs in the first floor lobby of Central Plaza in Wan Chai.
The exhibit, called Lotus Fantasia, features some amazing work by Dr Leo KK Wong, one of Hong Kong's most accomplished photographers.
The pictures, as the title suggests, revolve around lotus blossoms, leaves and stalks, either very close up or set against their watery surroundings. The photos were mostly taken in the past 10 years in various parts of China and at different times of the year.
In some pictures, the brightly colored summer bloom is the centerpoint of the composition. Tiny water droplets dominate in others. Then there is the plant withered and bent over under the weight of snow into the calm water.
Although Wong describes himself as an amateur photographer, these pictures show immense talent and experience. Some of his shots use a telephoto lens to great effect. Others use double or multiple exposures.
In a few cases, the result is almost like an impressionist painting. One in particular will prompt viewers to think of Monet's famous Water Lilies. Others bring to mind traditional Chinese brush and ink paintings.
Many of us take photographs, indeed some people seem to take hundreds every day. Wong's compositions, however, are not snaps. They show a new way of looking at natural scenes, and the result is true art.
The exhibition is part of Sino Group's Art in Hong Kong programme, and if you can make it to Central Plaza within the next five days you will be glad you did.
