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The Standard Article

Hainan out of cluck as feathers fly over dish
If you follow Southeast Asian affairs, you probably know that Malaysians and Singaporeans sometimes quarrel.
And the most recent dispute?
The ownership of Hainan chicken rice.
A war of words seems to have started when Malaysia's tourism minister was opening a gourmet festival and said other nations were "hijacking" the country's food, such as the classic chicken dish.
Malaysia should claim its heritage, she urged.
Before long, the online community - especially in Singapore - was claiming that Malaysia would try to patent recipes. Some joked that Malaysia would demand royalties from anyone cooking them.
I have always associated Hainan chicken rice with Singapore. But if you look at a map of that part of Southeast Asia, and consider the mix of Malay, Chinese and Indian cultures there, it stands to reason that no dish can belong to a single country.
Many of the region's famous dishes are obviously blends of at least two, if not all three, traditions.
The idea of cooking rice in coconut milk - essential for Hainan chicken - is not Chinese.
A better debate would be whether the Hainan chicken rice we have in Hong Kong is authentic.
To some Hong Kong people, the chilled meat used in Singapore is simply unacceptable. To people from Southeast Asia, we in Hong Kong don't use the right sauces. Of course, many Cantonese find chilli too hot.
Perhaps there is one thing that everyone can agree on: the dish has little or nothing to do with Hainan Island. Anyway, the good news is that the Malaysian minister has clarified her comments, and an international incident has been avoided.
