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Singapore style inspires
A while ago, I was lucky enough to visit the National Museum of Singapore.
The most striking thing about it is the structure itself.
The front wing is a very well restored Victorian building. It was the country's original museum, and features exhibitions on Singapore's multicultural food, fashion, entertainment and lifestyle.
Behind it is a bigger contemporary building with a large gallery containing displays outlining the country's history.
The colonial-era wing has exhibits illustrating what makes modern Singapore, while the newer building features the city state's history.
This blend of past and present has its greatest impact on seeing how the two buildings connect.
Part of the outer rear wall of the Victorian building also serves as an inner wall of the new structure. The two buildings are linked by a glass-covered concourse, creating a stunning effect when you step outside the old building to find yourself in the new wing.
The nearest thing to it in Hong Kong is the Bethanie in Pok Fu Lam. Originally a sanatorium built in 1875, it is now used by the Academy for Performing Arts. Its 2003 renovation was so successful the site was awarded a UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Award, and its small but beautiful chapel has become a popular wedding location.
Time will tell if the community can make the former Central police headquarters a success too.
