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Wan Chai's the spot as police mark 170 years
Hong Kong is so dynamic that even people in their 30s have seen big changes.

This is a city where a 40-year-old building is considered old, and whole towns have come into existence over the space of a decade or so.

It's not often that Hong Kong marks a 170th anniversary. However, the Hong Kong Police are doing exactly that this year.

It is hard for us today to imagine what this city would have been like in 1844. The history books tell us that the population was maybe just 20,000 or so, but as an open port and trading settlement it probably had its share of lawlessness.

According to Wikipedia, governor John Davis's home was burgled in 1844. It is hardly surprising that a police force was one of the earliest government institutions to be founded.

Today, Hong Kong enjoys a low crime rate and our police are widely recognized for their professionalism and expertise.

To celebrate the anniversary, the force is holding an exhibition at the former Wan Chai Police Station at 123 Gloucester Road (which has some history itself, dating back to 1932).

The old station's Report Room and Officers' Mess have been restored to their original condition. Among the displays are uniforms and equipment, and old and modern police motorcycles in the compound.

And there will be performances by the Hong Kong Police Band. The exhibition will take place on Saturday and Sunday, from 10am-6pm.
