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Saluting a pioneer of Cantopop
Two of the main things I remember about 1979 were that it was my second year in high school, and pop star Danny Chan Pak-keung released his first album.
Chan was the teen idol of that time, and one of the first generation of big Cantopop singers like Alan Tam Wing-lun and Leslie Cheung Kwok-wing. As well as being an actor (like most of those stars), he played instruments and composed many of his own songs.
I don't know why so many stars die young. Perhaps it's the lifestyle, the stress of constantly being in the public eye, with all the gossip and rumours, and the paparazzi following you everywhere.
Danny Chan was only 35 when he died in 1993, after being in a coma following some sort of drug overdose.
To me, he is a reminder of a particular era, the 1980s. To many other people, especially women who grew up at that time, he is still an idol.
He has a devoted fan club, and they are celebrating the 30th anniversary of that first album with an exhibition of memorabilia next week (at Moon Gallery, 111 Queens Road West).
There will be some of his stage costumes, original copies of his albums, some of his book collection and other items. The organisers are asking people with photos and other souvenirs to bring them along.
Whether you were a fan or not, if you were coming of age in the 1980s the exhibition will probably jog a few memories of the time local pop culture took off.

