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Bamboo bicycle that is worth pedaling
Can you imagine a bicycle made of bamboo? Believe it or not, the first such bike was made in Britain in the late 19th century.

Inspired by that early example - and by African initiatives to make useful items from free or recycled materials - a young anthropologist is launching a social enterprise focused on bamboo bicycles in Beijing.

With imagination, experimentation and some advice from various experts, David Wang and friends have perfected a practical way for ordinary people to make viable bicycle frames out of bamboo - in a weekend.

They're launching community workshops to encourage others to do the same, with hopes of establishing the project as a social enterprise.

The advantages of bamboo are significant: the material is strong, yet flexible and very light (which is why modern Hong Kong still uses it for scaffolding).

The project team believes that bamboo is as tough and long- lasting as steel or carbon.

In addition, it's a highly renewable and sustainable resource.

This leads to an obvious advantage of cycling, especially in a flat city like Beijing - it's a pollution-free form of transport and good exercise.

You can see photos of bamboo bikes being put together at http://www.bamboobicyclesbj.com/bloggingbamboo/.
Certain components, like the wheels and handlebars, are made of other materials, but the team is exploring ways to use more sustainable inputs.

Meanwhile, the finished bikes are certainly eye-catching and clearly not mass-produced. Indeed, each one is unique.
