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Peninsula show takes HK history around the world
I was recently lucky enough to stay at the Peninsula Hotel in New York City. I couldn't sleep, so I started surfing through the television channels, not sure of what I would find.
Within minutes, I was watching an in-house channel showing a well-made documentary about the history of the hotel itself. Before long, the documentary mentioned the early days of the Peninsula Group's founding Kadoorie family in Shanghai, and the story of their success in Hong Kong.
So there I was - in a luxury hotel room in New York in the dead of night - watching footage of the Peak Tram, the old China Light & Power headquarters in Kowloon and the opening of the new Peak Tower in the time of governor Chris Patten.
The Kadoories have preserved a lot of historical material because they made a point over the decades of keeping archives about the family, their companies, and their community and charitable activities.
Documents, photos, film and other materials comprise the Hong Kong Heritage Project.
As well as teaching young people about the past, the project's website is full of interesting resources.
This family of entrepreneurs made an important contribution to the development of this city after they arrived here in 1880 from Iraq via Shanghai.
Their continuing role can be seen in our local energy, transport and tourism facilities - and on TV in a luxury hotel room late at night in midtown Manhattan.
