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Scene shifts to strong, silent stars of our movies
Following on from last week's topic of touring scary heritage sites, another interesting theme for a trip through Hong Kong's past is the cinema.
Which building was the hospital in 2000's Fly Me to Polaris, starring Cecilia Cheung Pak-chi and Richie Ren? It was the Bethanie in Pok Fu Lam, now part of the Academy for Performing Arts.
Not far away we have the main building of the University of Hong Kong, built in 1912 and still looking fine with its red bricks and white columns. It is also a star, having featured in 1988's Starry is the Night (George Lam Chi-cheung) and 1999's City of Glass (Leon Lai Ming and Shu Qi).
Such buildings make good locations in romantic films, but many local movies are about crime so it is hardly surprising that old police and court facilities are screen regulars.
Yau Ma Tei police station, dating from the 1920s and 1950s, has appeared in many films. The most famous perhaps are 2001's Rush Hour 2 (Jackie Chan Kong-sang), 1991's Lee Rock (Andy Lau Tak-wah) and the 2005 gangster classic Election.
In the New Territories, perhaps the most filmed heritage site would be Fan Ling's Northern Magistracy, though it is not usually its real self. In 2003's Internal Affairs II starring Edison Chen Koon-hei it is West Kowloon police station; in Sha Po Long (2009, Donnie Yen Chi-tan) it becomes Western District police station; and in Written By (2009, Sean Lau) it is a private home.
Like any good actor, it plays all its parts well.
