January 05, 2011

The Standard Article

Rich visuals light up Wan Chai scene
Each of Hong Kong's 18 districts has produced a large glossy brochure about the neighborhood's history, heritage and community life.
They vary in style quite a bit. Some of them even look a little like school textbooks in their layout and illustrations, while others have rather original and eye-catching designs.
My favorite is the one for Wan Chai. The title of the booklet, which is in Chinese, translates as Culture, Place and People.
One reason I particularly like it is because Wan Chai district, which extends to such areas as Causeway Bay and Jardine's Lookout, includes my home neighborhood of Happy Valley.
The publication is also very interestingly designed. It shows, in pictures as well as words, such historic features as the markets, the Blue House, the old post office and police buildings and the old shophouse row recently renovated as The Pawn restaurant.
There is also a fascinating diagram showing how much of Wan Chai stands on reclaimed land - pretty much everything from Hopewell Tower to the Convention and Exhibition Centre - how Star Street became a trendy dining scene, and the role played by the neighborhood's large ethnic population.
So it is worth picking up a copy - they are free - if you're passing a Wan Chai district office. Even if you don't read Chinese, you'll be impressed by the visuals.
The designers obviously tried to reflect the lively historic and cosmopolitan nature of the area, and the result is a great souvenir of a unique neighborhood.
