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The Standard Article

Great way to add to the Confucian
Of what does Singapore have 11 and Hong Kong 17?
Here's a clue: Singapore has two Christian, two Muslim, a Hindu and a Buddhist, while Hong Kong has five Christian and one Buddhist.
The answer? Public holidays.
As well as having quite a few days off for Christmas and Easter, we also celebrate a lot of traditional Chinese holidays like Ching Ming and Chung Yeung, which is why we end up with such a lot of days off work.
There has been a suggestion that Hong Kong should establish another public holiday - one in honor of Confucius.
The bad news - if you are thinking mostly about having time off - is that, if this ever happens, it will probably not be an extra day off but would replace or complement an existing holiday.
Even if we don't get an extra day of leisure, it's still a good idea. It would add an extra dimension to our range of holidays.
Christian and traditional Chinese celebrations are important for Hong Kong. For many of us, both these traditions form an important part of our culture.
Confucius deserves a place there as well, not simply because of his importance to Chinese culture but because he is an important thinker recognized around the world for his insights into how people behave.
Our Christian and Chinese festivals have important messages behind them. A day in honor of Confucius would also have something to tell us.
