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The Standard Article

Buddha gazes on the palace of wonders
If you think Hong Kong's giant Buddha statue at Ngong Ping on Lantau is impressive, you should see the standing one in Wuxi, the historic city just 40 minutes from Shanghai by high-speed train.
A towering feature of the huge resort area around Taihu Lake, the Ling Shan Buddha stands 88 meters, making it the ninth tallest statue in the world.
Even more amazing, perhaps, is the Brahma Palace next to it. “Palace” really is the right word.
This is a massive and distinctive building from the outside, and it is even more incredible inside. Design and workmanship are simply breathtaking throughout: dazzling floors, walls, ceilings and pillars; carvings, statues, tiles, wood, marble and lighting. And there is a live musical performance.
Yet you have to ask yourself: “What exactly is this?”
It is, of course, a Buddhist attraction, and all the usual symbols - lotus flowers, for example - are there. But the overall architectural style is an extraordinary mixture. Parts of it look distinctively Chinese, while some features remind me very much of Thai temples. The main hall, on the other hand, is under a massive rotunda, and it is clearly inspired by the sort of Christian architecture you see in a European basilica.
At the end of the day, this is a tourist resort - more of a theme park than a religious center - though plenty of faithful Buddhists visit.
Critics might say it lacks soul or authenticity, and it may not be very spiritual. Yet the experience you get for your 180 yuan (HK$206) admission is unforgettable.
