April 17, 2013

The Standard Article

Mexican on menu thanks to dinner call
I had a special dinner with my wife recently in a very nice restaurant, complete with a harbor view. After a while two couples came and sat at the table next to ours; they seemed to be from overseas. We just carried on with our meal.
Then we started to notice there were several bodyguard types and security people hanging around.
I recognized one or two from the Hong Kong government's VIP protection unit.
And suddenly I remembered that the president of Mexico had been meeting with our chief executive that day while on his way to the Boao Forum in Hainan.
We later counted some 10 security people, but they were discreet. You couldn't tell exactly the table with the people they were protecting.
It might have been the one next to us - but maybe not.
In the past, we would have just carried on with our meal. But this is the age of the mobile online device, and pretty soon I was Googling "Mexican president" on my iPhone.
I couldn't turn and compare the pictures of the man next to me, so I passed the phone to my wife sitting across, who confirmed that it was indeed him.
We read his profile (he was elected last December and is just 46) and confirmed that one of his companions was the first lady. The mystery was solved.
People say mobile devices are changing our lives. They're even changing our dining habits.
