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Rare chance for brush with ancients
Japanese textiles tycoon Abe Fusajiro (1868-1937) was a keen collector of paintings by the ancient Chinese masters. To see these masterpieces today, you would normally have to go to the Osaka City Museum of Fine Arts, which is renowned for its collection of ancient Japanese and Chinese objects.
For a few weeks, however, you will have a rare chance to see some of them much closer to home - at the Chinese Fine Art Gallery at the Hong Kong Museum of History in Tsim Sha Tsui.

Most of the items are in ink and paint on paper and silk. If you look at the photographs on the Museum of Art website ( http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/ Arts/ ), it will be obvious why a lot of people will be planning a visit to this exhibition: these works are in some cases very old.

One, Fu Sheng Expounding the Classic, is attributed to Wang Wei, a painter and poet who lived from 701 to 761. The picture shows the scholar Fu Sheng at his desk; according to an old story, he saved an important Confucian book from destruction by hiding it in the wall of his home.

Other works are from the Song and Ming dynasties. They show amazing detail, and have many stories to tell.

The exhibition, Chinese Painting and Calligraphy of Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasties from the Osaka City Museum of Fine Arts, runs from November 30 to January 9.

