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Remembering a great escape
A group called the Hong Kong Escape Re-enactment Organisation recently retraced the route taken by a party of British, Chinese and other military men, reservists and seamen who fled Hong Kong after the Japanese invasion in late 1941. The group included descendants of those who took part in the escape nearly 70 years ago.
An exhibition about the escape is on display for the rest of this year at the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence in Shau Kei Wan, and there are lots of details on the internet at hongkongescape.org.
The museum exhibition includes photographs, medals and a model of one of the small fleet of torpedo boats that took the escapees from Ap Lei Chau to the mainland.
Essentially, 68 men from various backgrounds managed to get out of Hong Kong under gunfire and travel overland through Japanese-occupied territory to safety at Waichow (Huizhou), north of Mirs Bay.
They were helped along the way by guerrillas and villagers.
Much of their success was due to China's top representative in Hong Kong at the time, Chan Chak, a one-legged admiral who led the way despite being injured. His son, Donald Chan, helped to organize the re-enactment, which was held to honor the bravery of the escapees and those who helped them.
Henry Hsu Heng, the last known surviving escapee, died just last February and was a great supporter of the re-enactment.
On Saturday, the museum is hosting a lecture in which Donald Chan and others will explain more of the background to the re- enactment. The event will be mainly in Cantonese and Putonghua and is free of charge. It promises to be very interesting.
