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Gurkhas continue to perform their duties
Many of Hong Kong's ethnic minorities have deep roots here and have played unique roles in our history. Take the Nepalese.
Most of them are here because the British army's Gurkha units had their home base in the territory up to the handover. Several generations of Nepalese were born and raised here because their fathers were soldiers.

One of the Gurkhas' tasks during the 1960s, 70s and 80s was to patrol the northern part of the New Territories to deter or catch illegal immigrants. They also played a key role in maintaining order during the civil disturbances of the 1960s. On several occasions they helped in searches for missing persons or at crime scenes.

With a reputation for courage and loyalty, it is not surprising that many ex-Gurkhas have entered the security business. Today they are a familiar sight as guards at shopping malls and residential estates. It is even said that some of them work in teams as bodyguards for the super-rich.

As well as keeping Hong Kong safe, Gurkhas and their offspring play a niche role in keeping the city fed. Many of the younger Nepalese work in catering, and in several neighborhoods you can find Nepalese restaurants.

A few have become prominent entrepreneurs, operating several chains offering delicacies such as lamb dumpling and yak's cheese.

Hong Kong would be a different place without the Gurkhas.
