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Queues at Disneyland? Just typical 
Hong Kong people who are worried that the new Disneyland represents only western culture can relax. After attending a rehearsal day last weekend, I can assure them they will feel very much at home when they visit the new theme park. 

First of all, they can expect Causeway Bay-style crowds, as the first phase has capacity for just 29,000 visitors. During the parade down Main Street USA, you simply cannot move. 

Inevitably, this means there will be queues for many of the attractions. Of course, all theme parks have queues, but by any standards a visit to the Hong Kong park is likely to involve quite a lot of waiting in line. 

It took us an hour to see the Festival of the Lion King and 85 minutes to get into Buzz Lightyear Astro Blasters. There is a fastpass system that lets you book a time, but its quotas were already filled. So one parent stood in line for the show, while the other went off to get something to eat. 

There were long lines in the restaurants too, with my patient wife waiting half an hour for some takeaway food. In the sit-down places it would have taken longer, with people spending a lot more time eating and sitting around afterwards than would be the case in an American theme park. 

We had fishburgers, but the majority of outlets offered noodles, barbecued pork and a variety of other Cantonese-style and Asian foods. Many shops were very busy, too, with long lines of people waiting to buy Disney souvenirs. This came with another Asian twist: people were buying items made of gold. 

In true Hong Kong fashion, all the announcements were in Cantonese, English and Mandarin, though not everyone seems to have been listening. Requests not to use camera flashes in the Lion King show, for example, had little apparent effect. 

Although the crowds were well behaved, as they usually are in Hong Kong, the large number of visitors is likely to give Disney some challenges. 

I saw that a lot of park employees were busy clearing up litter, which suggests they might need to install more bins. Some visitors were perhaps a little too enthusiastic, and were rushing from one show to another. I could not help wondering about crowd management after the official opening, when a larger proportion of the visitors will be from the mainland and Southeast Asia (most of them last weekend were local). 

The small size of the site was very noticeable, and the second phase will probably need to go ahead as soon as possible. 

But the main thing is that everyone was enjoying themselves. Although Hong Kong Disneyland has been controversial among commentators and politicians, the children have no doubts at all. They love it, and I know I will be taking mine back - or they will take me - because, to them, the atmosphere and the staff are fun, and the things to do and see are well worth waiting in line for. 

However, I will probably make sure it is on a weekday or some other relatively quiet time. 

What surprised me the most, though, was that the place had a surprisingly Hong Kong feel to it. Everything, from the efficient public transport links to the amazing fireworks display, seemed to fit in with the local environment. 

Mickey Mouse comes from western popular culture, but so what? Lots of things in this international city are non-Chinese, but we still think of them as local. 

And that is how I think our new Disneyland is going to turn out: as a typical Hong Kong experience.
