June 24, 2009

The Standard Article

Hold the front pages
Two big news stories a few weeks ago concerned the high turnout at the annual June 4 gathering in Victoria Park and the birth of a son to Richard Li Tzar-kai and Isabella Leong Lok-sze. One of our leading Chinese-language newspapers wanted to give both stories full front-page treatment.
Impossible, you might think. After all, you can only have one front page. But they did it. The paper produced two sections, both with front pages that looked like its usual front page. Then they let the newspaper vendors decide which to display. Many displayed both.
It was clever, and I wonder whether it has ever been done before. I know some of JK Rowling’s Harry Potter books were published with two different covers: a bright one aimed at young readers, and a plainer one for adults who didn’t want people to see them reading a “kids’ book.” Other products, like cars with the same chassis but different body styles, come with a variety of packaging to suit different tastes. But I was surprised to see it done with a newspaper.
Actually, I shouldn’t have been. Already on the internet, readers of some news websites may arrange stories to suit their tastes. If you want sport at the top of the screen, or stories that mention particular people or places, you can have it.
It will not be long before many of us read our daily newspapers through portable electronic devices. We will probably be able to choose between different papers as well as articles, and have them in the order we want.
Then every reader can have a different front page.
