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Postal journey through the ages
One of Hong Kong's greatest old buildings was the old General Post Office in Central. It stood from 1911 to 1976 on the site now occupied by World-Wide House, which opened in 1980 and has housed my own company for 30 years.
Although the magnificent building is gone, the Hong Kong Post Office retains a long tradition of service to our city. It was one of the first government departments to be founded in 1841. And its story is told in A Journey through Hong Kong's Postal History, an exhibition at the Heritage Discovery Centre in Kowloon Park.

The modestly sized but very interesting exhibition focuses on the old GPO building, with plans, models and oral histories from staff who worked there. You can find out how they sorted and distributed the mail - giant tubes at the back delivered sacks of post straight to barges on the waterfront, which sailed to the Tsim Sha Tsui railway station and Kai Tak. The GPO also ran telecommunication services from the building.

You can also see some amazing old postage stamps, which reflect the history of Hong Kong in miniature. The exhibition also features various types of old postal equipment, including vintage postboxes.

The exhibition is jointly organized by Hong Kong Post (our current postmaster general formerly worked on heritage issues at the Development Bureau) and the Antiquities and Monuments Office.
