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Kadoorie's brief history of time
I have written about the Hong Kong Heritage Project before. It is an extensive archive centered on the Kadoorie family's business and social history in Hong Kong.
Students and researchers of Hong Kong's development in the last century will find it an invaluable resource.

The project has just published a booklet containing a brief overview of the records of the family businesses and other historical material, with an emphasis on the group's less well- known subsidiaries.

So the reader can see a hand-drawn financial chart from Shanghai Gas in the 1930s, photographs of a local cotton mill in the 1950s and a carpet factory in the 1960s. There are also artists' impressions showing the design of Gaddi's restaurant in the Peninsula, the Repulse Bay Hotel and Ocean Terminal.

One very surprising photograph concerns a construction project in Tai Hang Tung near Sham Shui Po.

Dating from the 1950s, it shows a large area of Kowloon - mostly open flat land and hillside - where no building is more than a single story.

Another picture shows pile driving being done outside the Peninsula Hotel in Tsim Sha Tsui at the same time.

The area across Nathan Road has two-story houses, spaced apart, with angled roofs and big verandas.

Such a sight is impossible to imagine today. As is so often the case when looking at pictures of old Hong Kong, it is a sharp reminder of the amazing pace of development the city went through at this relatively recent period in its history.

