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Living symbols of a tolerant city
Not far from the Jamia Mosque, which I mentioned a couple of weeks ago, is another of Hong Kong's historic religious buildings, the Ohel Leah Synagogue on Robinson Road.
It was built in 1901 on land donated by the Sassoon family, merchants whose name gave us Sassoon Road in Pok Fu Lam.
The synagogue could have fallen victim to redevelopment in the 1990s.
A friend of mine connected with it tells me that the costs of keeping the building looked very high at the time.
As it was, much of the adjacent area was redeveloped, leaving the synagogue at the foot of several high-rise towers. My friend - and I expect everyone else in the Jewish community- is now very thankful the building was preserved.
After undergoing an extensive restoration about 10 years ago, the synagogue won important Unesco and United Nations awards. It is now a Grade I historic building.
It is no coincidence that the area overlooking Central has both the mosque and the synagogue. It also has the Anglican cathedral on Garden Road, the Catholic cathedral on Caine Road and the Man Mo Temple on Hollywood Road, all built more than 100 years ago up the hill from the business and government hub of what was fast becoming a thriving, cosmopolitan city.
Like the others, the synagogue remains a living place: it attracts worshippers and acts as the focus for the Jewish community's spiritual life, hosting social and educational events.
These buildings are not simply historic monuments or museum exhibits; they are part of our vibrant, diverse and tolerant city.
