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Centuries add shine to Italian connection
Relations between Italy and China go back a long way. Even in Roman times, there was trade - notably in silk - and diplomatic contact.
Marco Polo became famous for his 13th-century travels in China. Venice later prospered from trade links extending as far as China, and Italians played a big role in supporting the Portuguese explorers and traders in the early 16th century.
Within 100 years, Italian Jesuits were at the Chinese court, including perhaps the most famous of them all - Matteo Ricci.
Several educational institutions here are named after Ricci. And the same goes for Timoleone Raimondi, the Italian who became head of the Catholic Church in Hong Kong in 1858.
By the time he died in 1894, Hong Kong had 38 Catholic educational institutions.
Italian-based Salesian missionaries came here in the 1920s and continued to develop the links.
More recently, Italians have flourished in Hong Kong in a wide range of fields. Romans once loved silk but today the Chinese love Italian luxuries like clothes, shoes, cars and fine foods.
All of this, and plenty more history and contemporary comment, is in a new book called 500 Years of Italians in Hong Kong and Macau.
It is published by the Societa Dante Alighieri di Hong Kong under the initiative of the consul general of Italy in Hong Kong and Macau, Alessandra Schiavo.
