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Drive offers trip down memory lane
We have a history museum, a science museum and even a museum of coastal defense, but what about a museum of childhood?
There are several overseas, especially in Britain, where toy museums seem especially popular.

Their appeal, of course, is nostalgia.
So far, we have not had any such exhibitions in Hong Kong. But that might change.

The Museum of History has launched a campaign seeking donations of childhood items.

These include old school things such as textbooks, school bags and stationery. They also of course want old toys - things like playing cards, dolls, robots and others that clearly belong to the good old days, before kids spent hours on computer games.

The museum would also like to have children's publications, like comic books, and packaging, such as candy and snack wrappers in old designs.

It is also asking for photographs - such as those taken at amusement parks - and even has a Facebook page where netizens may share their memories. Go to http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/ce/Museum/History/en/collect_mar_2012.php for details.

With luck, the appeal will enable the museum to produce an exhibition about a Hong Kong childhood.

Such a display will likely be very popular. As we see from the growing public interest in shared heritage, the city's past is a popular subject.

I can imagine the buzz when adults pass through a childhood exhibition, pointing with delight as the toys and comics bring all those old memories flooding back.

