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Disabled artists brush handicaps aside
One of the newest charitable groups in Hong Kong is KeenAble Creation, and it has an interesting mission: to serve as an incubator for disabled artists.
Founded in 2009, it provides art and design training for the disabled and promotes and markets the output of the artists, using commissions from sales to further its work.
The organization opened its first workshop in Tin Shui Wai in September; qualified art teachers provide training to budding artists who show promise.
So far the students have come from two special needs schools, but KeenAble plans to expand its intake to include more potential handicapped artists.
One KeenAble artist is Ko Nam, who is deaf and speechless.
He specializes in landscapes and has won various awards in Greater China and internationally for his works, which have elements of traditional Chinese painting. He is now working increasingly in oils.
Another is Liu Tung Mui, whose cerebral palsy leaves her unable to walk, speak or even write. Using her limited ability to move, she produces paintings, often with themes from nature, which are outstanding for their use of vivid colors.
Anyone needing artwork for, say, a corporate publication cover should check out KeenAble Creation artists' collections. We may well be enjoying more of their work in future. It is clear from seeing their output that these are not disabled people doing art, but artists who happen to be disabled.
