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Detective work restores heritage
King Yin Lei, the 1930s Chinese renaissance mansion on Stubbs Road that was partially demolished before a government rescue in 2007, has been restored. The result is stunning.
We must thank Guangzhou University professor Tang Guohua. He selected samples of glazed roof tiles, mosaic floor, window frames, brick and other parts from the rubble, worked out how everything fitted together and had replicas made in the mainland.
For example, surviving the demolition was one door (from the toilet, presumably, because the wrecking crew were using it), enabling new ones to be copied. As well as enjoying their privacy, the workers were also superstitious and avoided destroying the niche that sheltered the house god's statue, which also helped Tang to recreate one of the main rooms.
Perhaps the finishing touch comes from original furnishings on loan from a previous owner, the Yow family. The presence of the furniture gives the visitor the impression that it is still a living family home.
King Yin Lei is open to the public on holidays and weekends for this month - but all tickets have been distributed. I am hoping that the government will find a way to extend the open period so more people can visit. Officials are already looking for ideas on how to put the grand building to adaptive use.
It is a flagship heritage project for Hong Kong, and a great success.
