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Royal delight in eyes of beholders
When I was at college in America students would decorate their dorm room doors. Classmates thought it was funny that my door displayed photos of Prince Charles, his wife Diana and their little baby William.
Part of the reason was that they didn't realize Hong Kong still had a relationship with the British crown. Most of all, though, it seemed a strange thing for a guy to be interested in such a family.
After all the media coverage for last week's wedding between Prince William and Kate Middleton, it seems that people in Hong Kong - and in the United States - still love to watch the royal family. And yes, the biggest fans by a long way seem to be women. There is something irresistible about the fairy-tale image, the glamour, how the wedding dress looks, and the outfit the bride wears in the evening.
Most of us have been to “royal” weddings right here at home. Go to the banquet following any Hong Kong marriage and you will see the same symbolism: soft-focus pre-wedding photographs (or, these days, videos), the decor of the ballroom and, of course, the elaborate clothing worn by the couple.
At most Hong Kong wedding banquets the bride will change outfits at least once, and frequently more often. Of course, everyone - especially the ladies - wants a good look at what the “princess” is wearing.
So it is hardly surprising that Hong Kong tuned into Westminster Abbey last Friday.
