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Lingnan artist’s lingering images
When the great Lingnan School painter Chao Shao-an died in 1998, he left behind a variety of highly talented younger painters who had studied under him. As part of a long-term survey of the students' works, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum is holding an exhibition called The Lingering Image: the Art of Ho Fung-lin.

Ho, as well as mastering her teacher's skills with brush and ink, is also a poet, having studied under the local writer Poon Siu-poon. The paintings on display are superb examples of the style, with Ho's own personal touch also apparent in both the portrayals of nature and the words she has composed to accompany them.

The subject matter is nature, and especially the cycle of nature, in all its forms. Flowers are among the most common subjects, giving Ho the chance to display her skills in the use of color, as is the case with the hanging scrolls featuring fish that almost swim before your eyes.

It is not surprising that Ho has become a leading representative of this form of painting in her own right.
The exhibition will be held until January 30 so there's plenty of time to go up to the Heritage Museum at Sha Tin to see these works. You can also find several on-line galleries showing Ho's paintings, and even a little lecture on YouTube to give you an idea of what you will see.

