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Old buildings, new design ideas
It is perhaps not surprising that Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-kuen helped kick off the DETOUR 2009 series of creative activities. His childhood home, the old Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters, is the two- week event's anchor site.
Until next Wednesday, the old buildings will house displays, talks and shows focused on design.
Fittingly, the organizers have been rather creative: who else would have thought of having charity screenings of classic episodes of the RTHK TV series Below the Lion Rock, which explore the theme of the ‘living environment’ - something the old quarters embody?
You may have missed those, but there's plenty more to see. One of the most interesting is from the Polytechnic University's school of design, called Debeach, or DE(TOUR on the) Beach.
The idea is to have an urban retreat in the courtyard - a beach - where passersby may rest, have a drink and play ball games.
Other features include exhibits on various aspects of design - especially urban design - as well as displays of work in wood, paper and other materials by designers.
There's lots going on elsewhere too, such as neighborhood art galleries and fun in Kowloon and the New Territories. Check the detour.hk website for details.
The idea of the quarters as an anchor site is a good one as the government aims to make it a center for creative activities, with design and arts-focused studios, galleries, shops and even lodgings for visiting artists. Hosting DETOUR 2009 gives the site a head start.
