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Old and new come together in Shanghai
A while ago, I mentioned Singapore Skypark, a 340-meter, 1.2-hectare park built atop the Marina Bay Sands hotel, overlooking a city well known for its careful preservation of older historic areas.
A recent trip to Shanghai offered a similar contrast of modern high-rise architecture within sight of authentic built heritage.
Many people are familiar with the Oriental Pearl Tower, which has characterized the Pudong skyline since the 1990s. Now Shanghai has an even bigger and taller attraction in the 492-meter World Financial Center - the skyscraper that looks like a bottle opener with the big square-shaped space at the top.
There are several observation decks on the 94th, 97th and 100th floors - the last being the highest in the world - featuring a transparent glass-floor walkway so you can look straight down and see the city below you.
One of the areas you can see is the Bund, the waterfront strip of classic art-deco and other buildings that used to be the city's business center.
In most cities, including Hong Kong, modern and historical features are often mixed together, and parts of Shanghai show this as well. But Shanghai also represents an extreme example of old and new districts existing side by side, with two different architectural eras facing each other across the river.
It is a vivid contrast, and the Shanghai World Financial Center offers a perfect view.
