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Little things mark the tale of two cities
I recently had a conversation with a friend about the pros and cons of living in Singapore - where he lives - and Hong Kong.
My friend complained about the security warning on Singapore's Mass Rapid Transit railway system.
“If you see any suspicious-looking person or object, please inform our platform staff, or press the red emergency button.” The fact that he knew it off by heart was the whole point: he was sick of hearing it over and over.
This got him on to the key issue: talking elevators. Every elevator in Singapore, he told me, has exactly the same digitized American voice announcing the floor number.
In housing estates, the university, libraries - it's the same voice. The “sameness” about Singapore is what makes Hong Kong so refreshingly different for him.
As a Hongkonger, I could say that when I visit Singapore I quite like the way things look and feel more standardized.
It makes a change from the relatively unplanned Hong Kong.
Then again, visiting is one thing; living somewhere is another. Hong Kong wouldn't be Hong Kong without that dash of chaos all around.
The debate about Hong Kong versus Singapore is not new, and it will go on. Both cities have their weaknesses and strengths, and there is no correct answer to which is better.
What is fascinating, however, is how it's the little things that we notice. Elevator announcements are, really, the least of our worries. 
