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Benefits of bedtime tales
Do you read to your children? I am fairly sure that in Hong Kong the answer may depend to some extent on your educational level, but also on your culture.
I don't think there is a strong tradition among Chinese of reading kids a bedtime story. Those of us who do it were probably educated overseas or follow the example of Western friends. Some studies say that kids whose parents read to them from an early age end up doing better at school.
If more people in Hong Kong knew that, I am sure lots of families would start sharing books with their kids.
But they might run into a problem: there are loads of great kids' books in English, with great writing and illustration, but far fewer original stories in Chinese. Some friends of mine noticed this and organized the Feng Zikai Chinese Children's Picture Book Award, named after one of the great children's writers and illustrators in China in the last century. The first was held at the Hong Kong Book Fair in July.
The judges saw more than 300 entries from the mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan and made 13 awards. The quality of the winning entries was high.
However, not a single Hong Kong entry won an award. It seems that local writers or publishers don't think beyond Hong Kong as a market. Also, if we want to be honest, we just don't have the level of writing and artistic talent.
Maybe if more Hong Kong people's parents had read to them when they were young it would be different.
