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City plazas can become galleries for the common man
If you are passing through the public area of Central Plaza over the next few weeks, you might want to check out a display of photos with the theme The Forgotten China. It shows the work of two Italian photographers who visited China 100 years apart.
Contemporary photographer Stefano Mangini's idea is to place old and modern pictures side by side and let the viewer draw parallels. To be honest, I must say it doesn't really work for me. His photos were mainly taken in Xinjiang, while the old ones were from Tianjin, and there is no real comparison.
However, seen individually, the photos are interesting. Several of the large-format older ones in particular show fascinating scenes of street life in China at the very beginning of the last century. It's not a large show (the full collection of work is in a book) and it's probably not worth a detour. But if you are one of the thousands of people who go through that building every day, why not take a look?
I mention this partly to give credit to Sino Land, the owner of Central Plaza. Hong Kong developers do not often use their properties to host cultural events, even though their towers' lobby areas and atriums have plenty of space and a lot of traffic. But Sino, with an ongoing Art in Hong Kong program, have a very good track record. Hong Kong Land and Swire deserve a mention here, too.
It is a great way to showcase new local artists and to encourage people of all ages and backgrounds who are walking past to take an interest in art. Let's see a few more developers join in.
