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Divine show simply a biblical revelation
You have until January 25 to see an exhibition at the Asia Society in Admiralty called Temple, Scrolls, and Divine Messengers: Archaeology of the Land of Israel in Roman Times. It contains items that rarely, if ever, appear in Hong Kong. The two main exhibits are the Gabriel Revelation Stone and a facsimile of the Isaiah Scroll.

The stone is a meter tall and was found about 15 years ago. Its text, which is not carved but written in ink, shows a series of prophecies from the angel Gabriel, who appears not only in Jewish but Christian and Muslim scripture.

It is thought to date from the late 1st Century BC.

The Isaiah Scroll is the biggest and oldest of the Dead Sea scrolls, a large collection of texts that were found in a series of caves near the Dead Sea in the late 1940s and 1950s. The Isaiah Scroll is thought to date from around the 1st to the 2nd Century BC and contains the earliest known version of the Book of Isaiah from the Jewish Bible and the Christian Old Testament.

Both these exhibits are in Hebrew, but the items, which come from the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, are accompanied by good explanations. Among the 50 or so other artifacts on display are glass, pottery and tools from Roman-era Israel. There also ossuaries stone chests used to contain bones of the deceased.

This is the first time these objects have been shown in Hong Kong or indeed China. For details, see http://asiasociety.org/hong-kong.
