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Hidden master finds spotlight
It is probably fair to say that Hong Kong is not internationally famous for its contemporary fine art. We might beat the rest of the world in new stock market listings, high-end cuisine or even certain types of product design, but we don't rank when it comes to painting and sculpture.
Look at the galleries along Hollywood Road, and you will see the work of artists from all over Asia - but few if any from our own city. We are a major market for art, but not a producer.
And yet we do have talent. If you want to see some great homegrown artworks, take a look at an exhibition just opened at Hong Kong Museum of Art in Tsim Sha Tsui: From Common to Uncommon - the Legend of Ha Bik-chuen.
Born in 1925, Ha came to prominence in the art world in the 1970s with his paintings, prints and sculptures, many of which included subtle references to Hong Kong influences.
His work included abstract and almost surrealist paintings, ink on rice paper, mixed media works and sculptures created from everyday objects.
By the time he died in 2009, he had been exhibited internationally.
He had a following among those in the know, yet he never really achieved the fame he probably deserved. See the work of one of Hong Kong's hidden artistic masters at the Museum of Art until July 17.
