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Preserving bridge to a fascinating past
Development work in the city has, on several occasions, uncovered secrets from the past.
Just over two years ago, archaeologists doing environmental impact assessment at the Kai Tak redevelopment found something amazing right under the old airport's passenger terminal building - the remains of a 19th-century stone bridge.
It was part of the Lung Tsun stone bridge, first built in 1873 as a landing pier on the coast near Kowloon Walled City.
It was used by imperial Chinese officials to reach the Walled City, which remained under their jurisdiction even after Kowloon became part of Hong Kong. Two years after it was built, a gateway with a pavilion was built to receive these visiting officials.
Photographs of these places do survive.
However, after the structures were buried by reclamation in the 1920s and airport work during World War II, it would not have seemed likely that anyone would actually see any traces of them again.
But we now have several segments, including part of the bridge deck and some support pillars.
What should we do with these remains?
The government has classified the site as highly significant, so the remains will be preserved, on-site, in some way. But how exactly?
The government is keen to get the public involved, and a two-stage engagement program is taking place.
The first stage is about sharing information and views. District councils have already taken part, with community workshops scheduled for this Saturday and the next. The second stage later in the year will help decide how best to preserve and display these fascinating relics.
