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Forbidden show a treat for all the family
You have until mid-October to take the kids to one of the most interesting and fun exhibitions I have seen for a while - We all live in the Forbidden City at Swire Properties’ ArtisTree in Cornwall House, Taikoo Place.
The work, led by Beijing-based Hong Kong designer Chiu Kwong-chiu, explains the historic complex through animations, video, amazing 3D installations and interactive games.
Although it is aimed more or less at children, I would say it is for adults as well. The bilingual content is presented in clear and simple language, so it is accessible to children. But everyone will learn something about one of the world’s greatest heritage sites, including, in my case, the relationship between architecture and certain Chinese characters.
The exhibition does a superb job of bringing to life the royal family that once lived in the city, and the way the place was built. Graphics of the floor plan, for example, are used to great effect.
Also available is a series of fun books exploring different aspects of the palace, including the court, the blending of nature into the structure and a pictorial guidebook that will probably have most children demanding a trip to Beijing soon.
This is not simply an educational display. It is also a superb achievement in terms of design. Even if you have no interest in the grandeur and story of the Forbidden City, you will still be impressed by the way it is communicated here.
But that’s unlikely. After visiting this display, you will find the Forbidden City more fascinating than ever.
