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Train phone chatter highlights the difference
Go to any city in Asia, Europe or America, and you will see the same brand names, the same consumer goods and the same technologies. It sometimes seems that the whole world is turning into just one experience.
I thought about this recently on the high-speed train from Wuxi to Shanghai. It is an impressive rail system. It has power supplies for laptops in the seats, the train can hit a speed of 350 kilometers an hour, and the services are frequent - every five minutes at times. It reminded me a lot of high-speed trains in Japan.
But as I sat in the car, I realized that there was no way I could be in Japan. It was the noise. Not the sound of the train itself, but the noise coming from the passengers. It was a non-stop barrage of phone ringtones - classical Chinese, western pop, funny sound effects - and of course the high-level chatter of people talking to their families and friends on their mobiles.
On trains in Japan, people are usually expected to put their phones on vibrate, or simply switch them off. The result is a calm and quiet journey, with a lot of people silently reading messages or playing games on their phones. Talk loudly, and you will get a lot of stern looks.
Not so in China - at least not on the high-speed train to Shanghai. The hardware may be the same throughout the global village, but people are still different. Luckily, I had my headphones with me.
