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Charity offers glimpse of old city
We now have a chance to go back in time and see the Hong Kong: Benevolent City exhibition at the Museum of History in Tsim Sha Tsui.
On display until January 17, the exhibition covers historical events through the perspective of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, the SAR's oldest prominent charity.

The exhibition begins with a look at a rough and gritty Hong Kong before 1870, when the group's first hospital opened. Visitors can see items from the hospital such as medical instruments and donors' letters, and get an overview of Tung Wah's work during crises such as typhoons, droughts, flooding and the bubonic plague in the late 19th century.

The charity even played a relief role in the aftermath of the 1906 San Francisco quake, repatriating the remains of Chinese emigrants who perished back to their home villages in the mainland. A “coffin home,” where remains are stored, is also on display.

Visitors can also see Tung Wah's involvement in education. The group ran one of Hong Kong's first free public schools. The charity's more recent efforts in heritage conservation are also featured. A good example is the coffin home which still stands as a reminder of Hong Kong's past in Pok Fu Lam.

Interesting exhibits include donations from the affluent, and even prizes presented at fund-raising events many years ago.

The exhibition serves as a vivid reminder of the role the charity played in the development of this city. 
