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Dredging up buckets of memories
TVB Jade started broadcasting a weekly series called Since 1967 in October. It looks back at trends in the past decades and gets people to talk about their lives at the time. Of course, TVB has a lot of old news footage to rekindle those memories.
I was in the ninth episode two weeks ago, which was about the events in 1977. It occurred to me some of the things that happened then really are now regarded as history.
I discussed taking the secondary schools entrance examination, which was held for the last time that year.
People have forgotten that old system, and the fact that the six-year free basic education came to an end in that year. It was replaced by a nine- year free education scheme from 1978.
Other things that took me back were the release and disappearance of corrupt police officer Peter Godber, and a big soap opera and some very early Cantopop, which was just starting in those days. I was not old enough in 1977 to understand all of these things, but watching them again after more than three decades gave me an amazing feeling that, wow, I was actually there.
The most striking memory the show dredged up for me was the big red buckets. I had forgotten that we only had water for 10 hours a day, and used these buckets to store it. In our home, we also used them during typhoons to collect the rain that managed to drip in. It wasn't that long ago, 1977, but life really has changed.
