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ArtWalk strides to greater success
Hong Kong's 12th ArtWalk took place a week ago and it was by all accounts the most successful yet.
Seventy galleries stayed open late into the evening while art fans or simply curious members of the public went from one to the other to enjoy the hospitality and exhibits. All proceeds went to charity.

Originally, ArtWalk focused on a fairly small area around Hollywood Road and the streets around the Mid- Levels Escalator.

With only 15 galleries taking part in 2001, it was possible for people to visit them all. It was also - and remains - a way to look around a fast-changing but in many ways traditional neighbourhood.

This year, galleries in Wan Chai, Sheung Wan and even Chai Wan and Aberdeen took part, and the organizers had to sort out logistical problems with shuttle buses.

This impressive growth reflects Hong Kong's development in recent years as a top center for the art trade.

It also reflects something more down to earth: rising rents. With even relatively small shops around the Hollywood Road district costing perhaps HK$100,000 a month, it makes sense for some galleries to move.

Some showrooms in Chai Wan and Aberdeen are in old factory and warehouse properties offering premises that are much larger and cheaper.

The good news is that this allows for a much bigger variety of exhibits, especially of large-scale works such as sculpture.

And that helps ArtWalk get even bigger and better.
