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Click old Kowloon just for the memories
If you looked across the harbor from Hong Kong Island just 15 or so years ago, you would have seen a largely uniform, low-rise (by Hong Kong standards) skyline.
Just about every building in much of Kowloon was 11 stories high. It was, of course, because of Kai Tak airport. Much of the urban area there was under or near the flight path, so a strict height limit was enforced.

Local historian Jason Wordie looked at the residential area around the northern part of the airport in his 2007 book Streets - Exploring Kowloon.

He described what was still an authentic Hong Kong neighborhood, with tenement buildings and various local and ethnic small stores and restaurants.

It sounds quaint, but at the same time the author was in no doubt about why it still had this gritty character.

Up until 1998, when Chek Lap Kok opened, you only lived in the Kowloon City area if you were too poor to afford somewhere else.

It was cheap because it was under the flight path, with jumbo jets passing overhead every minute, from early in the morning until after midnight.

Many of us will remember how schoolchildren would do their homework in the airport terminal.

It was because of the air conditioning and - amazingly - the relative quietness.

Today, the district still has a lot of that "old Hong Kong" feel to it.

But it is changing fast. Explore and photograph it now before it's too late.

