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The Standard Article

Tour worth a good shudder
Tourists as well as residents are taking a growing interest in our culture and the Heritage Office has produced a guidebook suggesting various tours. My favorite is the Scary Journey.
The tour starts at Stanley Military Cemetery. Some people claim to have captured the ghosts of Japanese soldiers in photographs there, but even without the supernatural it is an impressive and thought-provoking place to visit.
Next stop is the Hong Kong University Hall at Pok Fu Lam. It is a fine old building - somewhat like a castle - built in the 1860s. As well as spooky tales, the place is the cause of an old superstition: any student who touches the statue of a mythical animal outside the hall will fail to graduate.
Next are two old buildings in Sheung Wan and Sai Ying Pun: Kwong Fuk Tsz in Tai Ping Shan, and the Sai Ying Pun community center.
The former, dating from 1856, houses ancestral tablets and was once used to store coffins. The latter is the famous “haunted” old mental hospital, built in 1892. (The ghosts, like most in Hong Kong it seems, date from the war.)
Finally, we visit Nam Koo Terrace in Ship Street, Wan Chai. It is a large (and dilapidated) two-story house completed for a wealthy Shanghainese in 1921 and has a strange combination of Western and Chinese features. Among the scary goings on: green fireballs and screaming women at night. You have been warned!
